X. The Sanctuary at Westminster by Stukely, W.-M.
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Danifh King was obferved to take the greateft notice of St.
Edward's ftirine, and admired the whole architecture and frame
it, which was probably then in high prefervation.
X; 'The SANCTUARY at Weftminfter.
Read at the: SOCIETY of ANTIQXTARIES, October 30, 1755.
N November 14, 1750, I went to furvey the old church at
Weftminfter, called The Sanctuary, which they were then
pulling down, to make a new market-houfe.. The building itfelf
is as extraordinary in its kind, as that we have no clear account
concerning it, in the hiftory of Weftminfter abby, to which \t
manifestly belongs.
'Tis compofed of two churches, one over another ; each in the
form of a crofs. The lowermoft may be called a double crofs.
The ground plot is a fquare of feventy five feet; 'tis fomewhat
like that very antient church, of Saxon work, north of Here-
ford cathedral, of which I took an exact drawing many years
ago; one church over the other, as here* I think there is
a good deal of analogy between them, tho' not exactly of the
fame fort of fabrick: Nor are we to be too ftrict in judging
of the date of buildings from the manner of their work. The
architects at Hereford kept more clofely to the moft antient Britifh-
Roman manner, which they had both from the Romans, before
they left our ifland, and from the later Romans from Rome;
when our Saxon anceftors, upon their firft coming here, had well
nigh ruined all antient Roman fabrics among us. But that the
Britons, in Roman times, were great artifts in building, and had
numerous workmen, we have a fignal proof; fince about, the
time
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time of our Emperor Caraufius, they were forced in Gaul, ..to fend
"lor melons into Britain, to rebuild their cities and public buildings,
deftroyed by die frequent irruptions of the Franks, and other Ger-
man nation?.
OUR church at Weftminfter is of the later fort, which we may
call Roman-Saxon, near that we commonly call Gothic; from
whence I infer, 'tis later Saxon work, when there was and had
been many years, perhaps, as now, too much intercourfe between
us and France ; and when our builders began to conform to that
later fort of architecture, with pointed arches.
How this later mannner of pointed arches,prevailed in Europe,
over the former manner of femicircular arches, I cannot otherwife ac-
count for, but in fiippofing we had it from the Saracens, who had
'•well-nigh conquered Spain ; they brought it from Africa, originally
"from Arabia, and the fouthern parts of Alia, where it ftill fubfifts.
W H E N I have thought on the origin of architecture, Iperfuade
myfelf, this Arabian manner, as we ought to call it, is the moll
antient of all, which the ingenious Greeks, as in every thing elfe,
improved into the delicacy of what we call Greek and Roman
architecture. The original of all arts is deduced from nature
and afliiredly the idea of this Arabian arch, and ilender pillars,
is taken from the groves facred to religion, of which the great
patriarch Abraham was the inventor. The prefent Weftminfter
abby, and generally our cathedrals, the Temple church, and the
like, prefent us with a true notion of thofe verdant cathedrals of
antiquity; and which our Druids brought from the eaft into
our own iiland, and practifed before the Romans came hither.
HAVING prefaced thus much concerning that difficult topic, the
origin of architecture, we come to the church in hand, The Sanctu-
ary at Weftminfter. By whom it was founded, is not fo ^afy to
be faid I am inclined to judge, it was built by Edward-Con-
ieflbr, when he built the firft abby. The peculiar purpofe of it,
to be the afylurn, or Sanctuary, of thofe that fled to the
^cathedral.
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cathedral for fafety; neverthelefs, I mall not be averfe to think
it much older* ,
THUS John Stow, Firft Edit. pag. 392. " Edward III, about
" 1347? builded to the ufe of St. Stephen's chapel (tho'out of
" the palace court) fome diftance weft, in the little Sanctuary, a
u
 chlochard (clochere) of ftone and timber covered with lead ; and
" placed therein three bells; about the biggeft of which was
** written,
" King Edward made me
<c Thirty thoufand and three.
<f
 Take me down and wey me,
" And more flial ye find me."
Thus Stow. And 'tis ftill called the Belfry.
Now, as to the teftimony of Stow, we may affirm, that 'tis
not to be underftood of the whole building. For 16 April, 1751,
I went to view a ftone found there, as they were pulling down, the
work, thus fairly cut:
M C C C X X I I I L
It was taken from within-fide, in the north weft angle, towards the
floor of the lower church. This was at the end of the reign of
Edward II.
I DON'T fuppofe any other wife, than that it was the date of fome
reparation of that lower church. A real foundation ftone, or con-
fecration ftone, is always affixed in a compartiment over a door,
or in a more confpicuous place. And as to the Chlochard, a
French word for the belfry, built of ftone and timber, covered with
lead, according to Stow's report, for the ufe of the Canons of St.
Stephen; I apprehend, we cannot poffibly underftand the whole
building: But that the King repairing it, covered it with
lead, and built a tower upon the fouth eaft corner, over the
old ftone ftair-cafe, as a fteeple, to contain the bells.' This fteeple,
whether of ftone and timber, or both, and covered with lead, has
been long fince demolished, and the bells carried away elfewhere.
VOL. I. G
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I T is manifeftly the raoft abfurd thing imaginable to call the
whole building chlochard, or belfry; tho' the church, being quite
difufed as a church, and the tower with the bells built upon the old
ftair-cafe, might improperly affix the name of belfry to it. But in
general, the profound ignorance we are in, both as to name, con-
fecration, and foundation of this edifice, feems to teftify its high
antiquity. And my friend, the Rev. Mr. Widmore, who has moft
diligently run over all the records of Weflminfter abby,. finds^ no
mention thereof.
W E are left, therefore, merely to conjecture, about this remark-
able fabric. I can fooner believe it, to be older than Edward the
Confeffbr, than later. I faw very plainly, that it was the very
fame kind of building, as to manner and materials, as the old Saxoii
palace, by Cotton-houfe; and in general, as the monaftic buildings
left of the adjacent abby.
THEY were a long time in demolishing it, with great labour
and expence. It confifted moftly of rag-ftone from Suffex: The
mortar made of the fame, burnt into lime. No rock could be
harder. And fometimes they attempted to blow up parts of it with
gun-powder. Three of the angles of the lower church are built
folid, 16 feet fquare. In the upper church, fquare rooms were
made over them ; and feem to have been, as marked in the plan ;
one, a lodging room for the Sacriftan,. as. was ufual in the earlieft
times; another was the reveftry.
I KNOW not whether the upper church was over-arched with
ftone, or covered flat with timber and lead; repaired by Edward
III, when he built the bell-tower, which is the foundation o£
Stow's report.
T H E little circular ftair-cafe towards the eaft, and on the out-
iide, by the principal entrance, was to carry people into the upper
church, and made much later than the original ftru&ure, moft pro-
bably by Edward III, when the greater ftaircafe in the fouth-eaft
angle was appropriated to the new tower,, and the ufe of the bells.
It contained feventeen fteps in height:. It is built of large ft@nes
quite
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quite different from the reft of the work. The door of the lower
church, or principal entrance of the fabric, was covered with plates
of iron 3 I fuppofe to fecure it from fire, and the violence of fuch as
would attempt to carry off any perfon,s who fled hither for
fan&uary.
T H E efplanade at top was paved with flat ftones, when we
viewed i t ; and had many tenements built upon it; which, no
doubt, yielded good rents from the unhappy perfons obliged to live
there for life* Thus John Stow of the place : " The privilege of
" fan&uary was firft granted by Sebert, King of the Eaft Saxons;
" fince encreafed by Edgar King of the Weft Saxons; renewed and
M
 confirmed by Edward the Confeffbr."
Our author gives us his charter.
See the ftatute of H-. VIII. 32d year.
A L L that we have to add, by way of reflexion on what is
faid, is this. Thofe writers are moft certainly miftaken, who
think we have no ftone buildings here before the Conqueft. I know
of very many, and have drawings of them. Bede tells us expref-
ly9 that Benedict bifhop of Northumberland, and his companion,
the great S. Wilfrid of York, brought workmen from Rome, glazi-
ers, painted glafs, and artificers of all forts. This was in the fe-
venth Century.
S. W I L F R I D built many cathedrals, Alkmondbury, demolifhed:
Ely, for S. Audry; the major part of it now remainingj urned
into prebendal houfes: Hexham and Rippon ftill remain. He built St.
Leonard's priory by Stamford; the weft part and front remains. He
built St. Mary's church, Stamford. The tower of the fteeple remains.
OLDER than this, is the neighbouringTickencote, built by Peada,
firft Chriftian king of the Mercians; who like wife built Peter-
borough cathedral; the body whereof, of the antient ftrudhire,
remains.
OLDER thant all yet mentioned, is the cathedral of Southwell,
built about A. D. 630, the whole remaining, except the choir.
It was founded by the Northumbrian Apoftle Paulinus; who like-
O % wife
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wife built many parifh churches in Yorkfhire. Some I have feen>
and taken drawings of them ; particularly, that at Godmundham,
where is the original font, in which he baptized the heathen high-*
prieft Coin*. He built Northallerton church, now remaining. His
effigies is placed on the out fide of it. ,
I COULD recite many great and entire churches in the Weft Saxon
kingdom, as at the Devizes, Romfey, Stukeley in Bucks; Whitby;
Northumberland; Wimborn minfter, Dorfetfhire ; many more, but
we need go no further than Rochefter, and Waltham abby, indubita-*
bly older than the Concjueft. St. Alban's church built by King OfFa,
W M . STUKELY.
XL Account of Lefnes Abby, by Dr. Stukelejr.
Read at the SOCIETY of ANTIQUARIES, April 12, 1753.
To the Right Honourable the Lord Hardwicke, Lord
Chancellor, &c, at Wimple.
E S T E R D A Y , I made a mojft agreeable journey, tho*
it may be called a pilgrimage, to vifit the venerable remains
of Lefnes abby, at Earith in Kent, founded by Richard de Lucie^
lord chancellor, and chief juftice to Henry H. He was a near re-
lation to your Lordfhip's neighbour, Lady ROISIA of Roifton.
It was impoffible that I Ihould not think of giving your Lordfhip
the fubfequent account of my obfervations there, for an amufement*
during your retirement from buiinefs and cares of ftate.
RICHARD DE LUCIE was chancellor, lord chief juftice, and
counfellor of ftate, to that great Monarch Henry II, the greateft,.
in my opinion, of thofe that have been iinee the Norman Conqueft,
In cap. v i u . of the fccond part of Lady ROISIA, I have given
a fketch
